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WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO DO TO GET A KID TO CAMP?
What would you do to get a kid to camp?  What would you 
do to lead a kid to Christ?
The preliminary results are in from the 38th Annual Benefit 
Auction and we raised approximately $25,000 to help 
kids attend camp. All of the proceeds from this event, are 
used as camperships to help kids attend camp. It was an 
amazing day, and I am overwhelmed by what people did to 
make this kind of success possible.  
Here’s what people did in support of the auction to get kids 
to camp.

o Talented men and women donated beautiful 
handmade quilts

o Several ladies baked 60 pies to be sold at the bake 
sale and numerous others donated baked goods. (You 
should’ve seen the sweet rolls the size of a dinner 
plate.)

o Three artists created custom paintings.  Original works 
of art!

o Countless volunteers worked the food 
concessions,bake sale, silent auction, the dessert 
contest and the main auction ring.

|o Two auctioneers exhausted themselves, keeping the 
auction going for five hours.

o Gifted woodworkers created handcrafted benches, 
tables and beautiful ball point pens from the old Bay 
Shore Tabernacle pews.

o Local businesses donated gift certificates and new 
items from their inventory to be auctioned.  Churches 
donated various gift baskets.  And individuals donated 
personal items as well.

o Other’s donated cash to underwrite the expenses from 
the auction, making it possible for 100% of the bidder 
receipts to go to the campership fund.

o Some even donated treasures from a loved one’s 
estate.

When our auction coordinator-extraordinaire, Liz Robinson, 
suggested we auction off a “pie in the face” of the past and 
present camp directors, I admit that I was reluctant.  But, 
my response was, “If Lew Tibbits will take a pie in the face, 
I’ll take a pie in the face.”  Was there any question that Lew 
would be willing? In no time at all, Lew was on board and I 
was thinking, “oh no, what have I done?”  
As I began to settle into the idea, I was reminded of all 
that people give to make a way for kids to come to camp. 
I work alongside amazing staff persons, who personally 
sacrifice so much for this ministry.  Every day, I open 
the mail and find financial gifts from people who give 
sacrificially for this ministry. This summer I’ll see hundreds 
of volunteers who will give sacrificially of their time for this 
ministry.  And I see parents, who know the value of camp, 
who make sacrifices to make a way for their children to 
come to camp.
With all these sacrifices happening around me it seems I 
could, at the very least, take a pie in the face in an effort to 
help a kid come to camp.  I’m pleased that the pie raised 
enough to send one kid to camp.  (But, I don’t know what 
to think that my wife is the one who bought it.)  And Lew’s 
pie earned enough to send one kid too!
At least it was chocolate pie!
What are you willing to do to help a kid come to camp?  
What sacrifice are you willing to make so a child can know 
Christ?
Peace and Blessings,

P.S. How was your life impacted at Bay Shore?  Will you 
share your story?
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TRAVELING DAY CAMP HITS THE ROAD!
Since the1940s, Bay Shore Camp has 
been a traditional summer camp with 
a Gospel message. Kids came to the 
camp for their best week of summer 
fun and learned about salvation.  Now, 
something new is under construction:  
Bay Shore Camp summer fun – is 
coming --to the kids.

 Designed for 2nd - 6th 
grade boys and girls, “On the Road 
Day Camp,” or “Traveling Camp” is 
a simple concept.  Instead of kids 
packing up suitcases, sleeping bags, 
etc. and going away to camp, they 
can simply report to a location in 
their own community and find all 
the fun and excitement of summer 
camp waiting for them:  Arts and 
crafts, archery, a rock climbing wall, 
music and singing, drama skits, huge 
inflatable toys, water activities –and of 
course, the Gospel.  

  Each On the Road Camp 
(ORDC) will be staffed with a college-
age Site Director and as many as a 
dozen high-school-age and college-
age counselors thoroughly trained in 
both camp programming and stringent 
child safety policies.  Site Directors are 
also professionally trained for ropes 
course facilitation, First Aid and CPR.

 Our first On the Road Day 
Camp is slated for roll-out July 9 – 13 

at Caro United Methodist Church.  A 
second 2018 session of  Day Camp is 
offered July 22 – 27 on the Bay Shore 
campground, simultaneously with 
the 5th-6th grade Junior Camp.  Day 
Campers will have their own space, 
program and agenda, different from 
the Junior Camp, but essentially the 
same experience.

 Cost for one week of On the 
Road Day Camp (including lunch and 
snacks) is $139.  Day Camp hours 
are 9:30am – 4:30pm, with child care 
available one hour earlier and/or one 
hour later for an additional fee. 

 Executive Camp Director 
Jeff Parsons is looking forward to 
this new camp becoming a smash 
hit.  “This can be a summer highlight 
for kids normally in day care or who 
have a daily sitter come to their home.  
It’s also a good taste of camp for 
kids who aren’t ready for overnights 
away from home.  Really, this brings 
something to the church that the 
church can’t do alone.  We’re hoping 
local churches will be eager to partner 
with us.”

For more information, call Bay Shore 
Camp at 989-883-2501 and request a 
brochure, or go online to 
http://www.bayshorecamp.org/
daycampotr/
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BAY SHORE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING SET
The Annual meeting of the Bay Shore Camp Association will take place at 3pm, Sunday, July 
29, in Tibbits Dining Hall. This is a required meeting in accordance with the Association bylaws.  
All Association members are encouraged to attend.

Bay Shore Camp
Association

JULY

at 3:00 p.m.
in the Tibbit’s 
Dining Hall

SAVE
THE

DATE

29
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE TO GROW AT FAMILY CAMP
If you’ve been waiting for a quality faith-based, family-planned 
event to pull you out of your comfort zone, get ready to mark your 
calendar.  This year’s Family Camp will do it.  Be advised that if you 
live within an hour of Bay Shore Camp, it will be worth your drive-
time to come, listen and grow in the Lord.

 Tabernacle activity kicks off at 6:45pm, Saturday, July 28 
with music and singing from Russ and DeeDee Tibbits.  Next, Matt 
Hook will step up to deliver the first message of the week.  Matt 
is a longtime worship leader for World Methodist Evangelism, and 
currently serves as Senior Pastor at Dexter UMC in MI.

 Sunday morning will see Russ and DeeDee return, then 
Rev. Susie Hierholzer will stand where her father, Rev. Larry Brooks, 
stood for his turn in the Tabernacle pulpit.  As a youngster, Susie 
dared to believe and when God called, she answered.  Now 
ordained, Rev. Susie pastors St. Ignace UMC and serves on Bay 
Shore’s Board of Directors.  

 Evangelist for Sunday night through Friday night will be 
Rev. Adam Davidson, Lead Pastor at Portage Free Methodist 
Church.  He testifies that his “heart, call and joy is to communicate 
God’s Truth.”  Adam is a familiar face, having served as Bay Shore’s 
Worship Leader in the past.

 Four morning Bible studies are available, Monday – Friday 
and what a variety!
 Adam Davidson will focus on the book of Hebrews.
 Joel DeSelm (a Bay Shore alum) will share his thoughts on 
the Gospel parables.
 Jeanne Hewitt will show you how to connect the Bible with 
real life.
 Dr. Blake Neff will explore the Great Commission and how 
to make disciples.

 Weekday Worship Leaders are Aaron and Kelli Tuscherer 
from Christ Church in Fraser, MI.  Aaron is Worship Director and  
uses a variety of musical instruments to lead different styles of 
worship.  Kelli is a gifted vocalist and musician, using her talents at 
Christ Church and at a local music academy. 

Choir Director this year is Phil 
Burkett, lead pastor from Cass 
City Missionary church.  He has 
served Jesus in many ways, from 
missionary to church-planter, 
always with music as a major 
ingredient.

 Longtime Senior Adult Leader 
is Barbie Brooks.  She has vast 
experience dreaming up games 
and contests for families and 
grown-up kids.  Just stick close 
to this lady and experience the 
fun.

 Returning as Youth Coordinator 
for  his 13th season is Jesse 
Karls.   He recently followed 
God’s  leading to move his family 
to the Chicago area.  Before 
leaving Michigan, he wrapped up 
a 12-year tenure at Ames UMC 
in Saginaw by writing and filming 
“Greater,” a full-length Christian 
superhero movie.  Jesse always 
come to Family Camp with a well-
planned, jam-packed program 
schedule.

 Sarah Brooks, Kids Coordinator, 
grew up with Family Camp as a 
fixture on her summer calendar,  
She learned to trust Jesus at 
Bay Shore and to follow His lead 
through both shallow and deep 
waters.  Sarah is a professional 
day care director and has served 
as Kids Coordinator for several 
years.

 Several activities for kids AND 
adults add a lot of fun to the mix.  
They include zip-line, laser tag, 

giant inflatable toys, a swimming pool with a water slide, miniature 
golf and archery.  Under construction and slated to be ready by 
Family Camp is the first of several nature trails on the shoreline 



4        BAY SHORE CAMP

property Bay Shore acquired two years ago.

Basic information for first-time Family campers includes:  
• Meals are available in Tibbits Dining Hall, as is ice cream after 

Tabernacle night services.
• The short break between morning Bible studies includes 

access to beverages and cookies.  
•  A 5K run is scheduled for 2:30pm, Tuesday, July 31. 
• The camp bookstore is open Sunday – Friday, 1:30 – 6:30pm.

 One more highlight note:  An instrumental concert will 
begin at 1:30pm on Sunday afternoon (July 29th) in the Tabernacle.  
Among the musicians scheduled to play are Michelle Kuhl and 
DeeDee Tibbits.  It will be  – superb.  Don’t miss it.

MEET AT 
FAMILY CENTER 

FOR INSTRUCTIONS, 
PRAYER, AND START.  

WATER ALONG THE COURSE 
AND NOURISHMENT AFTER THE 

RUN.
RUNNERS AND WALKERS OF ALL SKILL 

LEVELS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE.  A 
SHORTER VERSION OF THE RACE WILL BE 
AVAILABLE IF INTERESTED.  LOOK TO RUN 
FOR GOD’S GLORY WITH MANY OF YOUR 

FRIENDS AT BAY SHORE!
HEBREWS 12:1 “...LET US RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE THE RACE MARKED OUT FOR US...”

5K
RUN

TUESDAY @2:30PM

BREAKFAST 
$7/$4
LUNCH

BASIC: $7/$4
PREMIUM: $9/$5

DINNER
BASIC: $8/$5

PREMIUM: $10/$6

INSTRUMENTAL PRAISE

CONCERT
SUNDAY @1:30 PM

FEATURING:
MICHELLE KUHL, DEEDEE 

TIBBITS, AND OTHERS
COME TO THE TABERNACLE 

AND ENJOY!

SATURDAYBBQ
DINNER $10/$6

SUNDAY
ROAST BEEF

LUNCH $13/$7

JULY 28 - 
AUGUST 3 2018
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LAUTNER FUND FOR BAY SHORE CAMP 

HELP US SEND 
MORE KIDS TO 

CAMP…
PLEASE DONATE 

TODAY!

Friends and family of the late Rev. R.J. and Ruth Lautner will 
be pleased to learn that Bay Shore has received $300 on 
behalf of the Lautners to support ongoing ministry.  
 Russel and Ruth Lautner pastored the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church – later known as the West Michigan 
Avenue United Methodist Church –  in Saginaw.  According 
to a family source, they did everything they could to send 
youngsters to Bay Shore Camp from “the 1950s into the 
1990s.  They sent hundreds.”  
 Many of those Saginaw-area “church camp kids” 
found Jesus, entrusted their future to Him, and have made 
major contributions to Christian ministry.  Rev. Kent Fishel of 
Discipleship, Inc. and Rev. Jim Mathis of Gaylord Evangelical 
Church are among them.
   In recent years, an endowment fund has been set up 
in honor of the Lautners, to help support Bay Shore Camp 
in perpetuity.  The endowment receives monetary gifts and 
disburses funds once a year. 

 The endowment’s fundraising goal was set at 
$15,000.  To date, it has not yet been reached, but still 
stands ready to receive gifts at any time.  It was the hope of 
those who established the Rev. R.J. and Ruth Lautner Fund, 
that those who benefit from their ministry over the years will 
honor their legacy and support this effort.
 Lautner family, friends and former congregants 
may make tax-deductible contributions to the Rev. R.J. and 
Ruth Lautner Fund for Bay Shore Camp at the Community 
Foundation of the Great River Bend by sending funds to the 
Community Foundation at Great River Bend, 852 Middle 
Road, Suite 100, Bettendorf, IA  52722
 – or – by going online to this URL: https://cfgrb.givebig.
org/c/Funds/a/CFGRB-RRRLFBSC

For more information, contact the Community Foundation at 
Great River Bend at: 563-326-2840
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2018 UPDATES AND IMPROVEMENTS
Like a good birthday party, Bay Shore Camp has lots of 
surprises waiting for our 2018 campers.  We can’t wait for 
them to discover all of these additions and upgrades!

 First on the list is a new archery range.  Located in 
the north end just behind the tennis courts, the range will be 
available to 4th-graders (and older) and can accommodate 
up to 12 archers at a time.     The “firing line” and targets 
are currently under construction, and the first shipment of 
equipment (compound “Genesis” bows) has arrived.  Helping 
with the effort are two area young men, both of whom are 
working toward their Boy Scout Eagle Ranking.  Before they’re 
done, they intend to build a storage shed to house all of the 
equipment.

 “It’s been good to work with these guys,” said 
Program Director Matt Chisholm. “We hope to eventually 
partner with community youth groups.  This range is going to 
bring a lot of benefit to this area.”

 Also high on the “New” list is a walking trail on 
shoreline property Bay Shore acquired two years ago.  A trail 
is currently under construction, the first of three planned to 
support the long-range goal of an Outdoor Education Center.  
This project is also shaped with an eye to partnering with 
schools, youth groups, etc.  

 Like the rest of camp, the new property is undergoing 
a “clean-out” of dead trees. Hundreds of (mostly Ash) dead 
trees marked for removal are already down, and the focus is 
now turning to replanting.  Bay Shore is to be reforested with 
a broad variety of Michigan’s native trees, lowering the risk 
factor of losing a great many (again) to a future disease or 
infestation.  Watch for information regarding a tree-planting 
event at camp.

Other areas that have seen additions and upgrades:
• Ziplines – New steps and a new fence that keeps 

campers on a dry path as they return to base to shed 
their harnesses and helmets. 

• Low ropes course areas have been spruced up by 
cleaning out undergrowth and replacing older ropes 
and hardware for the new season.

• Ball diamonds have been slightly “turned” and 
repositioned to redirect long fly balls and home 
runs toward the mini golf course, thus saving the 
Tabernacle and Youth Center from more dents in their 
roofs.  New backstops, bases and player benches are 
part of the project, all financed by a $4,000 grant from 
the Michigan Baseball Foundation. 

• Human Foosball, a new “interactive” game, will be up 
and running by Spring Family Fun Days (June 8-9), in 
the same locale as 9-Square and Ga-Ga Ball, near the 
golf course.

NEW 
ARCHERY 
EQUIPMENT!

NEW STEPS 
FOR THE 
ZIPLINE!

FOR CAMPERS IN 2018
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MORE INFO ONLINE!
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GRADES
Entering 2nd - 6th

COST
$139

DAY CAMP
BAY SHORE CAMP
& FAMILY MINISTRIES

NEW
2018

All the fun and excitement of Bay Shore Camp without the 
overnight stay.  Maybe you’re looking for a daycare option 
that’s way better than daycare. Or maybe you’re looking for a 
camp experience without the overnight stay.  (Afterall, not all 
kids and parents are ready for the overnight away.) We pack 
all the fun of camp into the daytime hours and the camper is 
home to spend the evening with the family telling them all 
about it.  This week will be BEYOND BELIEF!
*(Extended care available for one hour before and after for an additional 
fee.)
**ONLY “Church” Discount applicable - no other discounts available.


