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THANKFUL FOR THE FAITHFUL
Greetings Friends!

I just celebrated my 7th Anniversary at Bay Shore Camp. 
I can’t believe so much time has passed so quickly. “Time 
flies, when you’re having fun,” right?  And, I am having fun! 
I love serving in this place. Oh sure, there are those days 
when I have an unexpected disappointment or things don’t 
go exactly as I imagined it. I know that God is in control. 
And, there’s no shortage of evidence of what God has 
done to use Bay Shore to make a difference in the lives of 
countless people every year.  I love camp ministry.  And 
I love that God called me to it so many years ago. And, I 
love my church, the United Methodist Church that made a 
way for me to attend camp as a kid. They set this journey 
in camp ministry in motion and I am thankful.

One of the things I’ve loved about the United Methodist 
Church is the connection.  Camping ministry is no 
exception.  While Bay Shore serves people of all church 
connections, as a member of the United Methodist Camp 
and Retreat Ministries Association, we are connected to 
nearly 200 other United Methodist related camps.  And 
as a member of the Christian Camp and Conference 
Association, we are connected to hundreds of other camp 
ministries.  There is strength in those connections and the 
experiences we can share with each other.

In February, I received the news that four of the nine 
Michigan Area United Methodist Camps were being closed 
immediately. One of those camps, Crystal Springs Camp, 
was the camp I was serving as Director before coming to 
Bay Shore. I am sad (and angry.) I am sad that after nearly 
160 years in continuous operation, this ministry has ended. 

I’m sad for the staff and volunteers who worked so hard 
for this ministry throughout the years. And, I’m sad for 
the children and families who were planning their summer 
around camp at Crystal Springs. 

In my sadness, I’m reminded of the Bay Shore history. My 
sadness must be the same sadness (and anger) felt by 
those who loved Bay Shore, when they learned that the 
camp would be closed before the 1970 summer season. 
But it didn’t close! Faithful folks with prayers answered, 
found a way to keep the ministry open. (You can read 
about it in the book, “Bay Shore Park, The First 100 
Years.”)  Camp ministry requires faith. And, it requires the 
faithful.

I am thankful for the faithful! Thankful for those who 
faithfully pray for this ministry. Thankful for those who 
give of their time or participate in our ministries. Thankful 
for those who tell others about this place and invite them 
to join us. And thankful for those who give from their 
abundance to financially support this ministry. Are you one 
of the faithful?

I look forward to what your faithfulness will do so that 
others will experience Jesus in this place!

Blessings,

Jeff Parsons
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TWO FAMILY CAMPING WEEKENDS!
There’s nothing like loading up the RV 
and getting away for a couple of days. It’s 
even better when you can camp for free 
– at Bay Shore Camp’s 2019 Family Fun 
Days, Friday, June 7 - Saturday, June 8.

Check-in begins at 3pm with organized 
activities starting at 5pm.  The RV 
Campground will accommodate up to 80 
RVs (and/or tents), and there is no charge 
for camping.  Cabins are also available for 
rental by request.  Campsite reservations 
are not required but are encouraged.

During both days, you and your family 
will have all of Bay Shore’s outdoor 
programming at your disposal: volleyball, 
softball, basketball, laser tag, arrow tag, 
tennis, archery, zip-line, 18-hole mini-golf, 
swimming, gaga ball, nine-square, carpet 
ball, canoeing, inflatables, etc.  A fully-
equipped playground is available during 
all daylight hours, and kids may ride the 
famous Bay Shore Barrel ‘o Fun Train.  
Food concessions will be available all day.

Campfires are allowed only in elevated 
fire pits and Bay Shore will supply the 
firewood.  Friday night will feature a 
bonfire, music and singing, and s’mores.  
Dogs on a leash are permitted.  Guests 
are allowed to stay until Sunday, but there 
will be no scheduled programming.

Just two weeks later, there’s a brand-new 
Family Camping Weekend, Friday, June 
21 – Sunday, June 23. 

While this event is not a free-camping 
weekend, campsite reservations are not 
required.

Registration/check-in will begin after 
youth camp check-out at 3pm on Friday, 
June 21. Family Weekend campers are 
asked to please check-out by 12 noon 
on Sunday, June 23, before youth camp 
checks-in at 2pm. Again, there is no 
charge for use of outdoor programming 
equipment such as the pool and mini golf, 
etc.

This weekend agenda also includes a 
nighttime bonfire and devotional speaker. 
Again, dogs on leashes are permitted in 
the campground.

Both weekends are excellent 
opportunities for families to have fun and 
make good memories.

For more information or to reserve a 
campsite for Family Fun Days (June 7-8,) 
please call Bay Shore Camp at (989) 838-
2501.
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BAY SHORE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING SET
Attention, all members of the Bay Shore Camp Association!  

 The annual meeting of the Bay Shore Camp Association will take place at 3:00pm, 
Sunday, July 28, in the Tabernacle.  

 This event is one of the most important on the 2019 Family Camp schedule, and is an 
annual requirement of the Bay Shore Camp Association Constitution. The agenda will include a 
ministry report, financial report and election of officers.  

 All Bay Shore Camp Association members are strongly urged to attend. All are 
welcome.

Bay Shore Camp
Association

JULY

at 3:00 p.m.
in the Tabernacle

SAVE
THE

DATE
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J U N E  2 1  -  2 3
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READY, SET, LAUNCH FAMILY CAMP!
Bay Shore Family Camp #108, set for July 27 – August 2, 
is ready to roll with special focus on a one-word theme:  
Launch!

Based on Acts 1:8 – “ you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth” – the overall aim of 2019 programming is to 
“LAUNCH out into new territories all year long, spreading the 
good news of Jesus Christ –  to the ends of the earth!”

Family Camp Deans this year are Kendall and Jennifer Root, 
with their able assistants Aubrey (19) and Jeffrey (16).  Bay 
Shore’s Family Camp has been on their annual calendar 
since Aubrey was a baby, and Jennifer well remembers her 
days as a camper, then a counselor.  In short, this family has  
pretty much “grown up” at Bay Shore Camp.  

Ready to teach and 
preach this year is 
Dr. Matt Hook, 2019 
evangelist whose ministry 
goal is to “send out 
disciples equipped with 
love and scripture.”  Dr. 
Hook comes from Dexter 
United Methodist Church 
where he lives with his 
wife, Leigh, and their four 
children.  

The Hook family are also 
Family Camp returnees, 
and have done a fair 

amount of international traveling for Jesus.  Over the years, 
they’ve hosted several children from third-world countries 
who came to the U.S. for major surgeries.

Tabernacle worship kicks off Saturday night with a message 
from Senior High Evangelist Jayson Combs. Sunday morning 
will see Dr. Kent Fishel take the pulpit, with the evening shift 
introducing Dr. Hook, who will then lead services throughout 
the remainder of camp. 

Each morning schedule offers four morning Bible studies 
for adults in two shifts.  Leaders are  Dr. Matt Hook, Chuck 
Jacobson, John Engler and April Schmidt.  Child care is 
available while  moms and dads are in Bible study.

Big Blast Ministries, led by 
Pastors Steve and Janet 
Raeburn and their family, 
will teach cleverly-disguised, 
faith-based truths to kids via 
illusions, balloons, music, 
puppets, videos, memory 
verses, games, etc.  See 
Big Blast Ministries’ website 
at this URL:https://www.
bigblastministries.com/

Jesse Karls will return for his 14th round as Youth 
Coordinator. Christine Hodges, YFC Campus Life Director, 
will lead Jr. High programming while Jayson Combs focuses 
on Sr. High activities.  

Every youngster participating in Bay Shore activities must be 
registered and there will be activity fees.  Children and teens 
will be grouped by the school-grade they will enter in the fall. 

Music leaders this year are Russ and DeeDee Tibbits with 
Lora Aldrich as song leader, and Phil Burkett as choir 
director.

Housing is by reservation only and limited to the RV 
campground, camper cabins and hotel rooms.  As always, 
area residents are welcome to join Family Campers in the 
Tabernacle for Sunday morning and weekday evening 
services.  Meals are available in the Dining Hall; kids 4 and 
under eat free.  RV campers may cook in the campground. 

There are too many activities and details to list, (i.e. 
instrumental concert and hymn sing, 5K race, pontoon 
boat charters, human Foosball, scavenger hunt, archery, 
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canoeing, barrel train, zipline, pool, mini-golf, etc. – but there 
will soon be a full-color detailed brochure available. When 
ready, it will be mailed to all Bay Shore Camp Association 
members, membership churches and to anyone who makes 
a request.

This same brochure is now available in digital form on the 
Bay Shore Camp & Family Ministries website. Go to this 
URL: 

https://www.bayshorecamp.org/familycamp

For more information or to make housing reservations, call 
the Bay Shore Camp Welcome Center at 989-883-2501.

MEET AT 
FAMILY CENTER 

FOR INSTRUCTIONS, 
PRAYER, AND START.  

WATER ALONG THE COURSE 
AND NOURISHMENT AFTER THE 

RUN.
RUNNERS AND WALKERS OF ALL SKILL 

LEVELS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE.  A 
SHORTER VERSION OF THE RACE WILL BE 
AVAILABLE IF INTERESTED.  LOOK TO RUN 
FOR GOD’S GLORY WITH MANY OF YOUR 

FRIENDS AT BAY SHORE!
HEBREWS 12:1 “...LET US RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE THE RACE MARKED OUT FOR US...”

5K
RUN

TUESDAY @2:30PM

FAMILY FRIENDLY MEALS 
(ALL YOU CAN EAT. BEVERAGES INCLUDED.) 

BREAKFAST 
$7/$3

LUNCH
$8/$4

 
DINNER
$9/$5

SATURDAY
CAMP-WIDE COOKOUT

DINNER $7/$4

SUNDAY
ROAST BEEF

LUNCH $13/$7

INSTRUMENTAL

CONCERT& HYMN SING
SUNDAY @1:30 PM

COME TO THE TABERNACLE 
AND ENJOY!
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If seeing what Jesus saw and walking where He walked is on 
your personal Bucket List, read carefully and act fast. 

Another ten-day trip to Israel with Jeff and Cindy Parsons is 
planned for February 10 – 19, 2020.  (You may download a 
complete brochure describing this trip by going to this URL: 
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/Parsons.pdf) 

As in three previous Bay Shore Explorations to the Holy 
Land, travelers will stand where Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, and walk the water’s edge of the Jordan River 
where He was baptized.  You’ll see where Jesus called the 
Disciples, delivered the Sermon on the Mount and fed the 
5,000.  Jerusalem stops include the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher and of course, the places where Christ was 
crucified, died and was buried.  There’s even talk of viewing 
the recently discovered home of Mary Magdalene. 

Every day’s itinerary will provide a different location and 
experience, bringing new life to your knowledge of biblical 
history. Those ten days provide an awesome opportunity, 
but wait, there is literally more – you may choose to continue 
exploring for five more days!

This optional extension offers more top-notch Holy Land 

experiences, including a full day of on-your-own personal 
exploration in Jerusalem.  You’ll cross Israel’s border into 
Jordan where you may see the ancient cities of Jerash and 
Amman, perhaps stand where Moses stood on Mt. Nebo 
when he surveyed the Promised Land he would never enter.  
Still another day is reserved for exploring the rock-carved 
city of Petra and later visiting the Dead Sea.

“We do these trips to build relationships with people who 
value this pilgrimage,” said Camp Director Jeff Parsons.  “We 
love meeting and shepherding folks through this experience. 
It’s a very deeply spiritual experience.  In a way, it’s an adult 
version of a travel camp with a lot of the same elements of 
camp --except we stay in nice hotels and eat really good 
food.”Cost of the basic trip to Israel –with round trip airfare 
from Detroit-- is $3,596 per person, based on double-
occupancy. The extra five days adds $998, and there are 
discounts for early registration. 

For a complete itinerary contact Jeff at the Bay Shore Camp 
office at 989-883-2501 or email director@bayshorecamp.org.

BIBLE LAND 
EXPLORATION 

WITH JEFF 
AND CINDY 

PARSONS

BIBLE LAND EXPLORATION
WITH JEFF AND CINDY PARSONS
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
It’s true you can take the kid out of camp, but you can’t take 
camp out of the kid.  If you’ve worn a Bay Shore T-shirt and 
eaten our camp food, you’re a Bay Shore alum for the rest of 
your life.

And we’re looking for you. Bay Shore is trying to round up a 
lot of our past campers and find out what they’re doing now, 
where they live, what they do, etc.  We also want to ask if you 
can help guide this ministry as we move deeper into the 21st 
century.

We do a lot of things here at Bay Shore, all in the name of 
Jesus Christ; that’s why we’re first and foremost a ministry.   It 
all grows from a God-given desire to spread the gospel and 
strengthen Christian fellowship, led by people who are truly 
sincere in their devotion to accomplishing God’s work.  

In the 111 years since those white cotton tents were first 
pitched along the shore of Saginaw Bay, our leaders have 
consistently come from those who experience the impact and 
realize value of this camping ministry.

Many of Bay Shore’s past leaders have gone home to their 
well-deserved glory.  It’s heart-warming to think of them as 
gathered together in the company of Jesus.  But now we’re 
looking for some new leaders, for camper-adults who share 
those same servant-heart values.  

Think back to when you checked out of camp. If you knew 
you were different, that your life had changed and Bay Shore 
had led you to new and/or stronger faith in Christ, we want to 
hear from you.

With your help, we hope to establish Bay Shore Camp Alumni 
groups in various areas around Michigan, and schedule 
informal coffee hours for catching up with you. We’re 
looking forward to becoming reacquainted and sharing good 
memories. We also want to hear how you think Bay Shore 
should progress into the future.

Please go to Bay Shore Camp’s website (www.bayshorecamp.
org) and click the “Get Involved” tab.  It will take you to a web-
page where we can record who and where you are, and how 
we can contact you in the future.

Equally important, please take a moments to share a few facts 
about your Bay Shore experiences and maybe even a brief 
description of how this camping ministry has impacted your 
life. We hope to begin setting up some gathering times and 
places in the near future.  We’re really looking forward to it.  

To check out our Facebook page,
search for Bay Shore Camp.
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MORE INFO ONLINE!
BAYSHORECAMP.org/events/daycamp

DAY CAMP
BAY SHORE CAMP
& FAMILY MINISTRIES

All the fun and excitement of Bay Shore Camp without the 
overnight stay.  Maybe you’re looking for a daycare option 
that’s way better than daycare. Or maybe you’re looking for a 
camp experience without the overnight stay.  (Afterall, not all 
kids and parents are ready for the overnight away.) We pack 
all the fun of camp into the daytime hours and the camper is 
home to spend the evening with the family telling them all 
about it. 
*(Extended care available for one hour before and after for an additional 
fee.)
**ONLY “Church” Discount applicable - no other discounts available.

in 2019
3 DATES!

PEACE WORKS! DAY CAMP • Grades 2•6

$149

#BSC0549

#BSC0548

#BSC0550

2208 12
2612 16

JULYJULY AUG

DAY CAMP TIMES:
M - F | 9:00AM to 4:30PM


